
Doing more with less; this is the challenge with today’s 
slowly recovering economy and even slower job growth that 
most individuals and families are facing. As the Township 
Supervisor, I have given the same challenge to the township: 
think about how can we do more with less? After a thorough 
review, I am pleased to announce to the taxpayers of Troy 
Township that we are saving money and bringing more 
services this year.  

Taking a step back in time for a moment, in 2006 Troy 
Township expanded the township office building and broke 
ground on the addition of the Community Center. The 
Community Center, which is a flourish of activity these 
days, did not come free. The township used debt certificate 
financing to help pay for a portion of the $2 million dollar 
addition. By taking advantage of today’s low interest rates, 
I was able to secure a reduction of the interest rate on the 
remaining 10 years of the community center debt certificate. 
This reduction will save the township about $8,000 per year, 
or about and $80,000 over the remaining 10 years of the loan. 

The Community Center itself has proven its worth and 
is one of the main reasons why Troy Township can continue 

to add services for 
its residents. The 
Community Center 
is used by our 
township seniors 
every Wednesday 
and Friday; is used 
by our local Joliet 
Quilters Guild 
every Monday; is 
used by T.O.P.S. 
every Thursday, 
and is used for Tai 
Chi on Thursday 
afternoons. It 
is home to the 
monthly TRIAD 
meeting; is used 

by residents for birthday 
parties, showers and other 
family events; and is used by 
local businesses for business 
programs. In addition to 
the events already noted, 
because of the Community 
Center, the township is able to offer early voting; be used 
as a polling place on Election Day; and be home to the 
Cyber Niche. The Cyber Niche and its volunteers allow for 
computer training for seniors and also enable the township 
to host the AARP & Senior Services Center of Will County 
Free Tax Preparation services for seniors. In 2012, the 
Community Center will also host the first open house for 
the gardeners who are using the Shorewood Community 
Garden; will serve as a satellite office monthly for Will 
County Center for Community Concerns; will host the 
Township’s 2nd Annual Active Lifestyle Expo; and will be 
used for the township’s first ever Secretary of State’s Super 
Senior Event. More details on all of these events and services 
can be found by visiting, www.troytownship.com. 

As we prepare to issue the 2011 tax bills in May, I want 
to share with you a re-cap of where your tax dollars go. 
Based on the 2010 tax bill, for taxes paid in 2011 (you 
can see from the chart at left) only about 1% of your total 
tax bill dollars go toward funding services at the township. 
This 1% covers the Road and Bridge Fund and the Town 
Fund which, includes the general township operations, 
the Assessor’s office, the Supervisor’s office and General 
Assistance. 

As you can see, the township provides services at a 
very minimal cost. We take pride in not only being the, 
“Government Closest to the People,” but also in being 
fiscally responsible, keeping costs down and providing the 
best possible service to the residents. 

I am always interested in hearing from you. Please do not 
hesitate to call me with any questions, concerns or suggestions 
that you may have. I can be reached via email at Jdbravinia@
sbcglobal.net or feel free to call me at (815) 744-1968.
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SUPERVISOR
Joseph D. Baltz

*Figures are based on the 2010 Tax Bill payable in 2011. Figures are 
representative of one part of Troy Township. Percentages may vary 
from one tax bill to another based on the specific property’s location in 
Troy Township and the specific taxing districts of that particular
property.
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Dial-A-Ride Bus Service

It is an honor to 
have been appointed 
to the position of Troy 
Township Clerk on the 
recommendation of 
retiring Clerk George 
Muentnich. Muentnich, 
who served the residents 
of Troy Township with 

more than 30 years of first class service, will be missed.
My wife and our daughter are all life-long residents of 

Will County and are active in many local philanthropic 
initiatives including the Forest Park Community Center; 
Spanish Community Center; Boy Scouts of America; 
Exchange Club of Joliet; Knights of Columbus; and IL 
Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities. 

After graduating from Joliet Junior College and the 
University of Illinois, I was blessed to be elected to and 
previously serve as Troy Township Trustee from 2006-2011; 
as a Trustee on the Joliet Junior College Board from 2001-
2007, including two terms as President; and as Deputy 
Liquor Commissioner from 2005 - 2011, under the late 
Mayor Art Schultz.

The Clerk position is responsible for all records of the 
township, various filings at the Will County Clerk’s Office, 

and publications of all required notices, including the 
minutes of township board meetings.  The township clerk 
also serves as Clerk of the Road District.  Every four years, 
the Clerk is the local election official for township elections, 
and acts as a non-voting member of the board.

Since taking over the Clerk position on January 1st, 
I have launched a, “Transparency Portal,” designed to 
give the Troy Township taxpayers an inside look at the 
township government’s spending and operations.  The, 
“Transparency Portal,” is an online solution designed 
to bring better visibility, openness & accountability to 
township government. The portal contains information 
ranging from budgets, meeting minutes and agendas, 
as well as the township’s checkbook.  To access the 
portal, please visit: http://www.troytownship.com/
transparency-portal.aspx.   

Information will be updated as new agendas and 
information becomes available.

We strive to utilize your tax dollars as efficiently and 
effectively as possible and we look forward to sharing this 
information with you.

Thank you for your continued support in my new role. 
Please feel free to contact me on my cellular phone at 
(815) 260-6011 if you have any suggestions or questions 
for the Clerk’s office.

Troy Township contracts with PACE Dial-A-Ride 
Bus Service for residents within Troy Township.  
Rider eligibility under the program is for persons 
ages 60 and older and persons with disabilities.  
This service provides door-to-door transportation 
within the designated ridership area.  The cost for 
use of the Dial-A-Ride service is $2.00 for each trip.  
Reservations should be made 24 hours in advance 
by calling (800)244-4410.  Reservation and service 

hours are 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday.  Requests for service the day of the trip will be 
honored on a first come/first serve basis, to the extent 
that the request can be accommodated according to 
availability of that day’s schedule.  The passenger will 
be notified of the approximate pick-up time.  This 
service does not operate on New Year’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 
Day and Christmas Day.



ASSESSOR NEWS
Patricia A. Gabrielson, CIAO/I

Community Garden Comes to
Troy Township
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This will be my last 
newsletter as Assessor of Troy 
Township    I am retiring on 
March 31st after working with 
the Assessor’s Office for 36 
years, serving as your Assessor 
for the last 17 years.  

Over the past 17 years Troy Township has seen 
tremendous growth with over 10,000 parcels and $1.1 
billion in assessed value added to the tax rolls.  In 2000, our 
office entered the new millennium when we began using 
our new computer generated program to calculate all of 
our residential properties.   Our biggest milestone was the 
development of our Troy Township website in 2004.  The 
website was developed to help homeowners and appraisers 
obtain property record card information on the internet.  
Homeowners can now check their property record cards 
and look at sales in their neighborhoods.  The website has 
also proven to be a great tool for homeowners to use at 
appeal time in August.

As I stated in our first newsletter in 1996, my goal was 
to help you, the taxpayers of Troy Township, have a better 
understanding of the assessment process.    Through our 
newsletters I’ve kept you updated regarding the growth in 
the township, the increase in values during the good years, 
and also how lower sale prices affect your assessment in this 
declining market.   More than once you have read about 
“the three year study used by the Department of Revenue” 
and the phrase, “a decrease in your assessment does not 
necessarily mean a lower tax bill“.  This may have sounded 

repetitious but it was important to stress that this is part of 
how the assessment process works.

Through this newsletter I have also kept you informed of 
any changes in exemptions, new exemptions, filing deadlines 
and any news from the Supervisor of Assessments office. 

I feel blessed and grateful to have worked with the best 
staff an assessor could wish for.  It has been a privilege 
serving the people of Troy Township and I believe that I 
have succeeded in achieving my goals.  I leave this office 
knowing that the taxpayers of Troy Township have become 
the best informed taxpayers in Will County.

IMPORTANT UPDATES FOR SPRING
The Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze renewal forms 

will be sent out by the Supervisor of Assessments Office at 
the end of March.  The forms are light yellow  in color and 
are sent out to seniors already receiving the exemption or to 
those seniors who have just signed up for their new senior 
exemption.  To qualify for this exemption you must be 65 
years old with a total household income below $55,000.  
If you believe you may qualify for this exemption please 
contact our office for more information.  Staff from the 
Supervisor of Assessments Office will be at our office on 
April 4, 2012 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. to answer questions 
and assist with completing the exemption forms.

Property tax bills will be sent out by the Treasurer by 
May 1, 2012.  Please check your tax bill for all eligible 
exemptions.  If an exemption is omitted please contact our 
office.  Tax bills are due in two installments, on June 1, 
2012 and September 1, 2012.

This summer Troy Township will once again partner with 
the Village of Shorewood to bring Shorewood residents and 
residents of unincorporated Troy Township a community 
garden. The garden, located just north of the Troy Township 
Community Center was a flourish of activity throughout 

its inaugural 2011 gardening season. Priority registration 
for the previous year’s gardeners will open on March 15th. 
General registration will open on April 15th.  For more 
information on purchasing a plot in the garden call the 
Village of Shorewood at (815) 725-2150 x17.
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Troy Township Highway crews will be picking up household 
items such as furniture, appliances, carpet (tied in rolls), etc. 
Place items out in front of your residence near the road. 

Remember that Saturday, April 14th will be the last day for 
pick-ups. We have no way to handle garbage or papers so 
PLEASE….NO GARBAGE OR PAPERS!

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER
Thomas R. Ward

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to you as the new Highway Commissioner of Troy 
Township. As many of you know, my father, Daniel R. 
Ward retired as Highway Commissioner on December 31, 
2011. Upon his retirement, I was appointed as Highway 
Commissioner to fulfill the remainder of his term. I am 
honored to have received this appointment and look 
forward to serving the residents of Troy Township.

Having grown up on the Ward Farm in Troy Township, 
I attended Troy Grade School and am a graduate of Joliet 
Catholic High School. I currently reside in Shorewood 
with my wife of 16 years, Kim and our two children. 

My professional experience is broad, ranging from 

25 years in the excavating 
and road building industry 
and including 17 years of 
part time work at the Troy 
Highway Department being 
mentored by my father. 

I know that I have big 
shoes to fill and look forward to the challenge of providing 
the residents of Troy Township with the level of service 
they have come to expect from the highway department. 
I am always accessible and if you ever have any problems 
or concerns that you feel involve the highway department, 
please do not hesitate to give me a call at (815) 405-3378. 

Annual Spring Clean-Up in Unincorporated Areas Only
of Troy Township – April 9th through 14th

Notices

By law (IL State Law Ordinance, Chapter 139:126:16) 
vacant private property in unincorporated Troy 
Township MUST BE MAINTAINED BY 
ITS OWNER, further stating that owners are 
responsible for the cutting of “weeds and grass” 
on their property. If you live in unincorporated 
Troy Township and have problems with a specific 
lot or residence, call the Township Office at 
(815) 744-1968.

Beginning in May and continuing through 
September,  on the f irst  and third Monday of 
the month, branch and brush pick-up wil l 
resume for the unincorporated areas only of 
Troy Township.  Brush and branches should be 
no more than s ix (6) inches in diameter and 
should be placed by the roadside,  paral le l  to 
the road i f  possible. 

Weed Control Reminder! Tree Branch & Brush Pick-Up
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This past summer, Troy Township’s Recycling 
Program was expanded to include textile recycling. 
In an effort to keep clothing, bedding, towels 
and the like out of landfills, Troy Township has 
partnered with USAgain to offer textile recycling. 
Two clearly marked green and white textile recycling 
bins are now located at the Troy Township Highway 
Department, 25358 Seil Road, Shorewood, to 
serve as collection stations. Collection is available 
Monday-Friday from 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Troy 
Township is working to keep the 100 million 
pounds of pre-owned, unwanted textiles out 
landfil ls every week. Aside from clothing and 
bedding,  shoes,  draperies ,  hats ,  belts ,  purses 
and other clothing items are being col lected for 
recycl ing.  Al l  i tems should be bagged before 
being placed inside the green and white USAgain 
bins.  For more information contact USAgain at 
(800) 604-9533.

The Troy Township Highway Department will 
continue its regular recycling program and will 
celebrate the fourth anniversary of the Recycling 
Program this summer.  As always, here at the Troy 
Township Highway Department, residents can 
drop off traditional recycling items like paper and 
plastic, as well as electronics including computers, 
televisions, VCRs, radios, answering machines and 

electronic toys. All items 
with a computer chip 
will be allowed for 
drop off and once the 
items are placed in 
the containers they 
can not be removed. 
Items can be dropped 
off between 7:00 a.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Seniors who 
might need assistance getting heavy items out of 
their vehicle should call Highway Commissioner 
Thomas R. Ward in advance at (815) 405-3378 to 
ensure someone is on site to assist. 

For more information on other types of recycling 
in our area, visit www.willcountygreen.com. The 
website sponsored by the Will County Land Use 
Department features special recycling events 
going on in our local area as well as information 
about various collection sites, items to be recycled 
and times and specifics on the items that can be 
accepted. 

For more information about the Troy Township 
Recycling Program call the Troy Township 
Highway Commissioner Thomas R. Ward at 
(815) 405-3378.

Recycling Program at the
Troy Township Highway Department
Expands to Include Textile Recycling

Road Construction Safety

Please be extra careful during the upcoming 
construction road work season. For residents 
traveling from Shorewood to Minooka or 
on any country roads please be careful at all 
intersections. Make sure to come to a complete 

stop at all stop signs and watch your speed. Keep 
your eyes open for people running, walking or 
biking and also for motorcycles. Let’s help keep 
Troy Township safe!



YOUR
TRUSTEES

John Theobald

Larry Ryan

Donald Walden
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Mobile Driver Services Unit Coming to
Troy Township on June 12th

Secretary of State Jesse White announced 
on February 15, 2012 that his Mobile Driver 
Services Unit will be at Troy Township located 
at 25448 Seil Road, Shorewood, Illinois, on 
June 12, 2012.  Illinois residents will be able to 
renew their drivers’ licenses, obtain duplicate 
or corrected licenses and obtain Illinois 
identification cards between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m.  A Rules of the Road Review 
Course will also be held from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.  The review course combines an 
explanation of safe driving techniques, Illinois 
driving laws and a practice written exam.  If 
you are wanting to participate, please call 

(815) 744-1963 to pre-register.
An applicant renewing a current Illinois 

driver’s license or identification card need 
only present a current valid driver’s license or 
identification card.  If the applicant is applying 
for either a duplicate or corrected driver’s 
license or identification card the applicant 
must present two forms of identification. To 
find out which documents are considered 
acceptable forms of identification, and also the 
license renewal fees, please call (217) 782-7044 
or visit the Illinois Secretary of States website 
at:  www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/
pdf_publications/dsd_a1751.pdf  

Join us on Saturday, April 21, 2012 from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. when Troy Township will 
once again host the semi-annual shredding event. 
Troy Township residents can take their personal 
papers and documents to the township parking 
lot on the west side of the township offices and 
community center to be shredded by ShredX.  
Since identity fraud is a possibility for anyone, this 
service will help residents destroy personal papers 
in a safe and timely manner, not to mention 
save money. Some local retailers charge around 
$0.59 per pound of papers you wish to recycle. 
Each resident must show proof of township 
residency and is allowed to have two letter size 
file or copy paper boxes shredded. 

This year, the township has partnered with 
the Shorewood Police Department and will 
be offering medication disposal along with the 
shredding event. Township residents can bring 
their unneeded medication so that it can be 
disposed of properly. 

Items Accepted (expired or unwanted):
• Prescription Medications
• Over-the-Counter Medications

• Medicated Ointments
• Medicated Shampoos
• Liquids Containing Medications
• Prescription Inhalers
• Over-the-Counter Inhalers
• Glass Thermometers (contain mercury)
• Medical devices containing mercury
 (blood pressure units, barometers, etc.)
Items NOT Accepted:
• DEA Controlled Substances*: Narcotic
 Medications, Illegal Drugs
• Bio-Hazardous Materials
• Sharps/Needles
• Radioactive Materials
• Other Household Wastes
Make sure to bring only residentially 

generated medication items. No medications 
from businesses or doctor’s offices can be taken. 
Use a permanent marker to black out your name 
or personal information on the label. 

The Shedding Event and Medication Disposal 
Drop Off Event will take place simultaneously 
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 from 9:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. at 25448 Seil Road in Shorewood. For 
more information please call (815) 744-1968.

Troy Township Helps Residents Protect Identity, Save 
Money and Properly Dispose of Unneeded Medication
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Come See what is new with the Troy Township Seniors!
Troy Township seniors age 60+ are 

welcome to attend activities at the Troy 
Township Community Center. Troy 
Township Seniors meet on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m. and enjoy friendship, food, programs, 
games, events and more!

Wii bowling, cards, monthly health 
screenings and a monthly birthday 
celebration are just some of the fun events 
happening with the Troy Township Seniors. 

Lunch is optional and provided on a 
donation basis by Senior Services Center 
of Will County. Lunch reservations must 
be made one week in advance either at the 
Center or by calling (815) 744-1968 during 
regular business hours; Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

No reservations are required unless you 
wish to reserve a meal. The Troy Township 
Community Center is located at 25448 Seil 
Road, Shorewood.

TRIAD is a national organization that began in 1988-89 by 
the National Sheriff’s Association, AARP and the International 
Association of Police Chiefs.  The idea was/is that local senior 
citizens working with local law enforcement and other service 
agencies in the areas where they reside can help in the reduction 
of crimes against the elderly.  TRIAD has also promoted safety 
and health improvement awareness among senior citizens.  

Our local Troy Township TRIAD group consists of township 
residents, representatives of the Shorewood Police Dept., Troy 
Township, the Will County Sheriff’s office and more.

Local meetings and seminars are put together by the Troy 
Township TRIAD for the benefit of our senior community. 
These local meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday 
of each month at the Troy Township Community Center, but 
occasionally are held at other local area locations such as The 
Timbers and the Village of Shorewood Towne Center.

Please join us for these upcoming TRIAD meetings which 
are scheduled at the Troy Township Community Center from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. on the following Wednesdays:

• April 11th – Proper Ways to Dispose of Expired 
 Medication & Hazardous Waste
• May 9th – Yellow Dot and File of Life Program
• June 13th – Library Services for Seniors
For more information on the Troy TRIAD program 

contact Will County Sheriff Senior Services Coordinator at 
(815) 727-5678.

What is TRIAD?
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Improve Your Computer Skills
Let the Troy Township Cyber Niche guys help! The 

training format is geared towards adults. They are one-
on-one lab sessions with volunteer tutors. Our tutors are 
familiar with most common software applications and have 
access to online tutorials.  New computer users can search 
the web and use email after three or four sessions. Advanced 
users can improve their skills in single sessions by learning 
to “cut and paste” or manage files.  Some areas of instruction 
include: Email, Microsoft Office programs, surfing the web 
and much more! 

For more information or to schedule a session call (815) 
744-1968. Walk-in appointments are taken on the first 
and third Fridays of every month from 2:30 p.m. to 3:45 
p.m. While sessions are free, a suggested donation of $5 per 
session is appreciated and will be used for software upgrades. 
We have WiFi, bring your laptop. An excellent way to learn 
quickly is to teach. We are looking for additional Cyber 
Niche volunteers. Call Rolland at (815) 744-3197 for more 
information on volunteering. 

Save the Date!

On Saturday, June 9, 2012, Troy Township will host its 
second annual Active Lifestyle Expo from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
at the Troy Community Center. More details will be released 
soon. Visit www.troytownship.com for more information 
about the Expo, or call (815) 744-1968 with questions.

YOUR
COLLECTOR

Kristin Ethridge



PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID PERMIT

NO. 277
JOLIET, IL

25448 Seil Road
Shorewood, IL 60404-7620

25448 Seil Road
Shorewood, IL 60404-7620

Town Board Meetings:
Third Monday of every 

month at 7:00 p.m.
in Community Center

Supervisor
 Joseph D. Baltz

Town Clerk
 Jim McFarland

Assessor
 Patricia Gabrielson CIAO/I

Highway Commissioner
 Thomas R. Ward

Collector
 Kristin Ethridge

Trustees
 Larry Ryan
 John Theobald
 Donald Walden
 Brett Wheeler

Information:
Troy Twp. Website .............. www.troytownship.com

Supervisor & Community Center ...(815) 744-1968

Township Office Fax .......................(815) 744-1910 

Assessor ...........................................(815) 744-5806

Assessor Fax ..................................  (815) 744-5803

Highway Department........................(815) 744-7760

Highway Commissioner Cell ..........(815) 405-3378

General Assistance Program ............(815) 744-1963

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

IMPORTANT REAL ESTATE TAX INFORMATION

Township Administrator
Jennifer Dylik


